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‘Behold, I will send My messenger, and he shall prepare the way before Me.’
Malachi 3:1

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming

of the great and dreadful day of the LORD.’
Malachi 4:5

‘The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the
LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low:
and the crooRed shall be made straight, and the rough places plain:
And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together:

ffor the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.’
Isaiah 40:3-5

In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, and
saying, Repent ye: for the Ringdom of heaven is at hand. For this is he that was
spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness,
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His paths straight.’

Matthew 3:1-3

“The word of God came unto John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness. And he
came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the
remission of sins; As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet,
saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill
shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways

shall be made smooth; And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’
Luke 4:2-6
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF BERTHA DUDDE.

At the request of many friends Bertha Dudde wrote the following biography in 1953:

I have been writing messages, received through the inner Word since June 15, 1937. In answer to the many requests
of my friends I will give you a picture of my earthly life, a short explanation of what I received spiritually, and my
own feelings about all this.

I was born April 1, 1891, the second oldest daughter of an artist of Liegnitz in Schlesien, today’s Poland I had a
normally peaceful childhood, with six sisters in our parent home. I learned the cares of life at an early age. The
desire to make money to help my parents made me learn the trade of a seamstress. As the financial needs of my
parents continued, so the burden, and in this way I made myself useful.

My parents belonged to different denominations. Father was a Protestant -Mother a Catholic. We children were
brought up in the Catholic faith, but never experienced pressure or force to follow the practices of the church so that
each child in later years could pursue their own chosen course.

I myself was religious, but could not accept the doctrine of the Catholic system, although I respected the church. I
could not represent something on the outside that my inner conscience had not accepted. So I did not continue to
attend church, heard little preaching and had no knowledge of the Bible. I did not read any religious books or
scientific literature and did not join any other group or religious sect.

Anyone knowing the Catholic teaching knows what a conscious struggle one finds himself in when he wants to
loosen himself from it. I also was not spared from this. But the question as to what is the Truth, and where it is to be
found, remained.

Often when I prayed the Lord's prayer I would beseech the Lord to allow me to find HIS kingdom. This
prayver was answered in June 15, 1937, as I prayed quietly and waited on the inner voice. In this attitude I
persisted often, for a wonderful peace came over me and thoughts which came to my heart, not my head, gave
me comfort and strength.

Still I did not know that these thoughts were given to me, until in a strange dream I experienced something, which
later proved to be the Truth and caused me to write down these thoughts.

So on a certain day as I listened inwardly a stream of words came to me, which I wrote down. This was the first
message | wrote which started like this: "In the beginning was the Word, 'a TE-DEUM' to the Creafor of
Heaven and Earth."

Then came doubt, ....did you write this by yourself? In short, I have wrestled, prayed and gone through many
struggles, but again and again the words came to me like a stream, a wisdom, which made me tremble. Then GOD
HIMSELF took away my doubts. HE answered me and I acknowledged HIM as our Father, in HIS Word. My faith
grew, doubt diminished, and I received and wrote daily.

The contents of the writings were beyond my understanding. Phrases, which I had never heard of, or read about,
strange and scientific expressions and references continually came to me. Then came unheard of expressions of the
Heavenly Father's Love giving refuge and providing enlightenment to all the questions of life.

The "Words" came to me in the following manner: After sincere prayer and a short period of composure I listened
inwardly. Thoughts then followed coming to my mind, clearly, distinctly, and the words flowed smoothly always
three or four, one after another, like writing a radio announcement or a weather report, slowly so that I could easily
keep pace, writing line after line.

Now, I write the words in shorthand as a dictation without having any constructive or intellectual part in it. I am in
no way in a 'trance', nor do I even form the sentences, but it comes to me one word at a time, neither do I understand
the context while I am writing the words down.

After days, sometimes weeks, I transcribe the shorthand writings into longhand without changing or correcting a
syllable. Each dictation takes about half an hour. I must stress that this could not happen forcibly or in a state of
ecstasy. It all takes place simply and consciously, without any excitement or influence of my own will. I can
interrupt myself at any time and finish the sentence after hours or days without reading the previous writing the
dictated words continue again.

My will is under no compulsion, all that I desire is to serve GOD and do what HIS Will wants me to do.
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I can truthfully say that I was led into this Truth, and these concepts were, in all respect foreign to me. It was only
after years that I found confirmation of what I received, when I came to know the writings of Jacob Lorber. No one
can imagine my joy when I discovered the literature of Jacob Lorber; "The Great Gospel of John" and the "Youth of
CHRIST" Then I understood that other people were given the Word of the Lord, that GOD had spoken to HIS
children at all times and that GOD will continue to do this in HIS endless Love and Mercy.

I found in Lorber' s writings the same as was given to me. I often could not understand the word that came to me, but
in HIS Love the Heavenly Father gave me the explanation. How wonderful are the innumerable manifestations in
which the Father displays HIS exceeding great goodness.

It became clear to me that my short education, due to lack of money and my lack of time to read good books or visit
performances, became my advantage. I could now concentrate on my work from early morning to late at night, and
each day I received that precious spiritual Word without knowing for whom I received it.

It is because of my ignorance of the Bible and the Catholic doctrine that I accepted the Word from Above without
resistance. In my experience an earnest Catholic or Protestant whose knowledge is rooted in dogmatic theories is too
much bound to their dogma to accept and embrace Divine revelations without resistance.

Still there are scientists at several faculties who earnestly discuss these Divine teachings with increasing interest.
Their interest does not only concern the irrefutable explanation of the origin of matter and the possibility of its
dissolution, but also the principle of the wrong teachings of different religions, systems and confessions. In the
messages | received these errors are recorded and everyone is urged to give instructions concerning these doctrinal
errors whenever there is an opportunity.

But everyone is free to take the LORD' s Word to heart or not. But whoever understands the spirit in the Father's
Word and does not act accordingly makes the distance between himself and the Father even greater. When he does
not follow the warning words of Love he puts himself inevitably under the law. He will also in the same measure
lack in Grace, disregarding GOD' s commandment of Love.

In GOD' s Grace people are led anew to the gospel, which emphatically points out the purpose of man's being. For
the merciful Love of GOD seeks to save all who still can be saved be fore the turning point comes. And it will come.
The end-time of which seers and prophets have proclaimed is now here. According to the revelations given to me,
the LORD does not differentiate between HIS children. "Come ye all to ME" sounds HIS call and blessed is he who
hears HIS call and follows HIM. GOD Loves HIS children. HE wants to make them all happy, even when they do
not want to know HIM.

Recorded Nov. 22, 1953

BERTHA DUDDE.



Incarnation of many light beings in the time of End... Descend of one bright Light to Earth...

B.D. 8081
17.1.1962

Forerunner.... Visible appearance.... The time is fulfilled....

People on earth will not change anymore, there is no further spiritual progress, only individual people will still find Me
since they are determined to fulfil the purpose of their earthly life. Whatever can still be done on My part in order to
increase the number of the latter will truly be done, and My love will also find ways and means to touch the hearts of a
few so that they will open themselves without inner resistance and accept My Word.... Yet they are not many and thus
it can be said: The time is fulfilled.... For humanity’s low spiritual level determines the end itself, and this truly has
descended to a point where a transformation of humanity is out of the question.... My adversary reigns over the
spiritual essence which takes the last path across earth as a human being and in an entirely negative sense influences
those who are enslaved by him and comply with his will. Hence they have made their final decision of will already and
have chosen the kingdom of darkness again.... they will return to matter again, which enslaved them on earth and from
which they can no longer detach themselves. And matter will receive the soul once more....

However, until the end I will still offer people the opportunity to turn towards their God and Creator, for the
steadfastness of My Own might yet change their mind and let them ask questions which I Myself would certainly
answer, because | want to spare these individual souls a renewed banishment, a repeated process through the creations
of the new earth. And My spirit will so evidently be with My Own that even the disbelievers would begin to wonder....
I will reveal Myself to them through the visible help that I will grant to My Own.... and the disbelievers would be able
to believe if they wanted to release themselves from My adversary who keeps them enchained.... For I will seize even
the faintest thought they might have about Me and never let go of them again.... because I will let Myself be found even
in the last hour wherever there is the will to experience Me.... My Own, however, will recognize how the adversary
keeps their fellow human beings enchained.... My Own will be subject to his onslaughts as well, yet My strength will
clearly be at their disposal, for I Myself will help them in the battle and they will emerge victoriously.... For truly, My
strength is stronger than his, and he will flee from the light you shine on him because he recognises Me Myself therein.

And in order for My Own to remain strong they will receive active help; I Myself will be with them in the Word, I will
send them bearers of light which will radiate so brightly that they will dispel all shadows and also repel the enemies
intending to oppress My Own.... I will delight people with My presence and fortify them in their resistance against the
enemy.... And individual people will be able to behold Me and draw tremendous strength from this and also transmit
this strength to their brothers.... And then you will hear of the one who shall announce My arrival, who will appear
again as the voice in the wilderness and whose light will shine for all of you, and you will recognise him as My
forerunner at the time of the end.... I won’t abandon you, who want to be and remain My Own, in your physical and
spiritual hardship, you are truly not alone and forsaken even if it worldly seems like that to you.... I Myself Am with
you and you will also sense My presence and have unwavering faith in Me and My arrival on the day of Judgment....
And for the sake of My Own I will shorten the days so that they will persevere until the end.... For there will be no
spiritual change on this earth anymore; yet a spiritual turning point will have to come, the earth will have to be of
service again for the spirits’ higher development.... And the spirits having failed their last test of will must be bound
again.... Amen



B.D. 4970
20.9.1950

Embodied beings of light.... Lack of past memory.... Forerunner....

Those who want to be of service to Me ought to know the following: the spiritual state of people who live in the last
days requires special help by the beings of light which work on My instructions in the spiritual realm as well as on
earth, where a large number of them are embodied as human beings in order to fulfil a redeeming mission. How the
beings of light work and help them is clearly evident to people who accept the spiritual information given to them,
because they know that people’s spiritual hardship can only be remedied through the gift of My Word from above. In
view of the wide-ranging spiritual decline it would be completely impossible for My Word to gain acceptance amongst
humanity, because it would neither establish the connection with the spiritual world, nor would it want to or be able to
accept proclamations from this world. Therefore the world of light has to take mediating actions, the beings of light
must look for suitable vessels on earth into which they can pour the emanations of My spirit and thus.... where
necessary.... beings of light descend to earth as human beings in order to become a link between people and the
spiritual world.... in order to be mediators between Myself and people. Hence a large number of beings of light are
embodied during the last days before the end, in which you humans live at present, in order to help you, given that you
are deluded and ignorant, live a wrong way of life and are therefore in serious trouble.

You yourselves are unaware of the low spiritual level and its consequences, and if the knowledge is given to you, you
won’t believe it. Yet the world of light shelters inhabitants who look upon the activities in the darkness on earth with
horror and want to rush to your aid in order to still help those who don’t offer resistance and entrust themselves to their
guidance. However, they are nevertheless human beings who thus want to help and inform you. This is why you don’t
recognise them, just as they don’t recognise themselves as beings from above even though they, as human beings,
sincerely strive to ascend.... They are human beings like yourselves and yet their will is directed towards Me, who
cannot be harmed by My adversary anymore because they have already become My Own before they came to earth for
the sake of the needy human race. They want to bring you the light they constantly receive from Me and which
simultaneously is the strength to ascend. Yet neither are they aware of the fact that they voluntarily came to earth, for
their efforts to ascend have to be clearly observable by their fellow human beings in order to encourage them to do the
same. Were a being of light recognisable as such to people it would not be able to serve them as an example, for then
people who are afflicted by all weaknesses and flaws would feel incapable of ever attaining this example. Only very
special, elevated spiritual beings know of their mission and origin and also inform people of it, although they will find
no credence.

But such elevated beings of light will be recognisable to anyone who wants to recognise them, for their mission always
involves public and not private activity, for then not just individual people but all people shall be informed of
supernatural activity, of the strength and might and glory of the One, Who is Lord over life and death and the whole of
creation, Who does not want His living creations to descend into darkness and therefore sends an exceedingly bright
radiating light from above.... And one such light will bear witness to Me and become a talking point. And once it shines
you will know that the end is not far away, that humanity has been granted just a short reprieve, for if he is not listened
to and his warning call remains unsuccessful then nothing can save the unspiritual world anymore.... then the end will
have come without fail as it is proclaimed in Word and Scripture.... Amen



B.D. 4899
18.5.1950

Incarnation of beings of light.... Forerunner....

I repeatedly convey the Gospel to earth, and as you receive it from above it is pure and uncorrupted by human will. I
know that this is necessary since untold people are no longer able to find Me because they are no longer taught the truth.
Therefore I have embodied Myself in the spirit of those who want to serve Me. The fact that they now receive the truth
in its purest form is a necessity which was long recognised by My love and wisdom, which in itself prompts Me to
protect the recipient of truth from above against the influence of impure spirits, which want to confuse his thoughts and
prevent the truth from being conveyed to him. Therefore, anyone who receives the Gospel which I Myself taught on
earth and which My servants on earth are once again instructed to spread, can rest assured that he has the truth, that he,
as My apostle in the last days, may instruct his fellow human beings without fear that error could enter his teaching.
And in this knowledge he should approach all those who cross his path. He should consider himself as My
representative and always stand up on My behalf of what he has received from Me Myself, and which will express itself
as an inner feeling because it is pure truth.

Many beings of light are presently embodied on earth because the immense spiritual hardship requires exceptional help
which can only be provided by beings of light. Such souls of light are usually spiritual leaders, i.e. due to their way of
life in accordance with My will they have a close relationship with Me and thus are able to accept My instructions
directly and pass them on to people. The degree of maturity of these light beings is such that a descent into the abyss is
impossible, on account of which they always live in utmost humility and unselfishness and only try to bring My
kingdom to people without wanting any benefit for themselves but to serve Me and to help people. It is therefore
possible for a being of light, sent to earth by Me, to incarnate several times if people’s spiritual low level necessitates it.
But these incarnations are always in utter service to Me until the end, for My will prevails in these beings as they had
already submitted themselves to Me voluntarily and cannot lose this degree of maturity on earth anymore. Inferior
spirits will never be able to dominate such a soul embodied in a human being, and it will never succumb to their evil
influences either. Hence, an already perfected spirit on earth will never be able to fall, that is to say, not achieve its
mission.... Such a mission can merely appear in people’s opinion as having been interrupted as a result of a sudden
recall into the spiritual kingdom or due to adverse human actions which prematurely ended its earthly life. Yet even this
is known to Me since eternity, and I do not forcefully interfere so as not to enslave people’s will.

Nevertheless, the act of Salvation will be completed, and everything will come to pass as destined by My eternal plan of
Salvation. Even the most perfect spirits from the heavens will temporarily embody themselves in order to achieve
spiritual progress amongst people, for without such help the latter will be too weak to resist. And then the dead will rise
from their graves, that is to say, those who are spiritually totally blind can be awakened and enabled to see through a
bright flash of light from above.... But then it will be the time of the last days when My return can be expected, which
was constantly proclaimed by seers and prophets. And prior to My coming the greatest light on earth will shine in
modest apparel. Yet again it will proclaim Me as he had done before My appearance in the flesh on this earth, before I
commenced My teaching of people to whom I wanted to bring the Gospel.... He was My forerunner and will be it
again. You humans will recognise him by his words, after all, he will be using the same words and will testify of Me as
he once did before. His spirit will return to earth in order to fulfil the law whereby he has to precede Me in complete
awareness of his origin and his task. He understands everything and also knows his earthly fate, which he will not avoid
as it is part of the act of Salvation, in which he will participate for love of the unredeemed. He knows that his mission is
only fulfilled with his death and has no other desire but for final unification with Me, his Lord and Master, his Friend
and Brother, his Father since eternity.

And once he appears the end will be near, for I will follow him shortly and fulfil My proclamations. However, My
return will be the final act before the earth’s total destruction and everything that lives on it.... Then comes to pass what
is written. A new heaven and a new earth will arise where I will dwell in the midst of My Own, where there will only be
one shepherd and one flock, because all those who live will be united with Me and allow My presence. For all children
on the new earth will be My children to whom I will come Myself to bestow utmost happiness on them.... Amen



B.D. 6554
24.5.1956

Jesus’ forerunner....

The higher development of the soul is the human being’s task on earth.... Yet only few are aware of it, only few
question the purpose and goal of their existence.... The majority only strive for prosperity, for everything that provides
the body with a sense of well-being. But all people have the gift of intellect, all people would be able to question
themselves about the purpose and goal of earthly life, and all people would also receive an answer.... for it is the first
step of ascent. However, since people think no further than their death, since they seldom believe in their soul’s life
after death, the question of their earthly welfare is more important to them and they consider their earthly activity and
work a priority.... They lack faith.... for even if they had just a little faith they would not find inner peace regardless of
their earthly comfort.... The more the end approaches the less faith can be found amongst people....

This is why unusually devout people will arise in the last days who can also carry out unusual feats and draw people’s
attention to themselves, for God will truly still try everything so as to help those who just require such unusual
stimulation in order to become aware of the purpose of their lives. These people are beings of light who are embodied
on earth for the purpose of a mission, who want to remedy people’s adversity and therefore live on earth in the flesh
without realising their origin. Their strong bond with God which they, however, establish voluntarily as human beings
just like all their fellow humans would be able to do, gives them extraordinary strength.... For they have a loving nature
and thus their belief is so alive that it expresses itself in unusual activity.... by proclaiming Jesus Christ with a living
faith and in practical help of body and soul in His name.... On account of such people many can still come to believe,
for they clearly demonstrate a strength which cannot be explained in an earthly way. People shall be helped to find faith
and simultaneously shown the path to God for which, in view of the entirely incredulous human race, unusual means
must be used which nevertheless will not force them to believe.

More and more awakened people will prove their strength of faith the nearer it is to the end.... Until a bright light
begins to shine.... Until someone appears who announces the imminent arrival of the Lord and prepares the way for
Him again....

His light will shine brightly in all directions.... For his appearance will soon become known, and although he will be a
source of strength and comfort to many people, the majority will nevertheless meet him with hostility since they belong
to God’s adversary and on his instruction take action against everything of a divinely-spiritual nature and particularly
persecute those who speak in Jesus’ name and proclaim the near end.... Yet precisely because God’s adversary will
proceed with extraordinary brutality during the last battle on this earth, the extraordinary light will be sent to earth....
once again a spirit of light will embody itself on this earth as it is written.... Once again he will precede the Lord and
proclaim His coming, and once again he will make himself known as a ‘voice in the wilderness’.... And he will know
who he is yet unassumingly live his earthly life, which will also be sealed with his death again.

But all people faithful to God will draw strength from him and time and again be lifted up when the adversity of the
time seems to knock them down.... For he speaks on God’s instructions.... God Himself speaks through him to people.
They will also realise the important mission of Jesus Christ’s forerunner and therefore fully consciously expect the
Lord’s arrival and won’t doubt that they will be delivered from greatest distress. By the time the former appears the
time will have come which has been constantly announced by seers and prophets, for when he comes the adversary’s
activity, which affects the believers so extraordinarily, will be so obvious that they will also need extraordinary help....
For he will let his light shine, sending its rays far and wide.... People everywhere will hear about him and the believers
will know who hides behind this light, and thus they will also know which hour has struck. Yet despite hostility and a
ban on speaking Jesus Christ’s forerunner will continue steadfastly along his course.... He speaks on God’s instructions
and recognises no other Lord than the One he serves.... And his speeches will ignite hearts; they will strengthen the
weak to muster the courage to die for their belief....

However, every human life rests in God’s hand.... He alone knows when the hour of deliverance will strike, when His
coming to earth and the removal of His Own will take place.... And His forerunner, too, knows his end but even his
death will still be a service to his Lord.... For he will bring the work of glorification to completion, as a result of his
death God’s might and glory will be revealed.... For only One rules over life and death and this One will prove Himself
as Lord, as victor over His adversary when the last day comes.... He will give life to those who believe in Him.... and
all who are enslaved by His adversary will fall prey to death.... Amen



B.D. 3276
30.9.1944

Time of grace.... Speaker - Forerunner of the Lord....

Listen to the message of God’s spirit.... A time of grace has commenced, and if you are willing to strive for the
kingdom of God you can feel its blessing. The beings of light are obviously and perpetually at work to impart gifts of
grace from the spiritual kingdom to the human beings on earth; beings of light are embodied on earth to serve people as
spiritual guides during the last days; the thoughts of people who strive towards God will be enlightened and thereby
closer to the truth; God’s love will express itself in times of earthly hardship by bringing help wherever it is
requested.... Devout people will accomplish extraordinary things and the power of faith will become evident.... And
thus many blessings will manifest themselves, because the opposition will also use every means to cause spiritual
distress to people and God wants to visibly help them.

And during this time of grace a man will appear whose spirit is from above, whose soul is totally united with the spirit
within himself and who therefore speaks what the spirit reveals to him.... absolute truth in all clarity.... God Himself
will speak through him, he will remind people to persevere or caution them not to abandon Him. And this speaker is the
forerunner of the Lord. When he appears the coming of the Lord is close at hand. This man will considerably increase
the extent of grace as he will be immensely supportive to the believers and offer unbelievers an opportunity to
believe.... for he is alive with strength and might and will have considerable influence on people who listen to him. His
words will ignite and spread like wildfire through the country where he will work. He will speak without fear and
hesitation, he will inform people and draw their attention to the coming of the Lord in the clouds and to the Last
Judgment. Yet not many people will believe him because most people no longer want to know God and the spirit, and
thus their thinking is completely adverse. In short, they neither understand nor make use of the extraordinary gift of
grace, consequently the end is inevitable, for the abyss will open and devour everything that does not recognise God and
rejects His Word.

God is forever giving, and whatever He gives is an undeserved gift of grace designed to help people to mature even
during these times of suffering.... Whether He gives sorrow or joy, it always helps the person to lift his soul to God, it is
always pointing to Him, it is always a coaxing and guiding him onto the right path.... it is always grace.... And when
this man arrives the amount of grace for people will also increase, because he is surrounded by and emanates light
which flows to him from the spiritual kingdom.... He passes on knowledge, his word is utter wisdom and strength and
can be easily accepted, because it is offered convincingly and can be understood by people if they listen to him
carefully. God’s love makes it easy for people to believe by sending them His messengers with unusual strength by
which alone they can be known as messengers from heaven. But he will be attacked from all sides.... and only few
understand his mission and stay with him, only few draw strength from his words; but they will receive strength and
grace in abundance and be able to resist the world’s confrontations, the hostilities which now take place openly....

The last days will be extraordinary difficult but also extraordinary merciful, for God will reveal Himself wherever a
heart in distress opens itself to receive His grace. And thus it will certainly be possible to be victorious in the final battle
on this earth.... that the soul can emerge from it unharmed, that it gains eternal life if it prematurely passes away from
earth or, if it perseveres on earth until the end, that it will be physically removed from it by the Lord to begin a new life
on the new earth.... Amen
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B.D. 4048
24.5.1947
Saturday before Whitsun

Forerunner of the Lord....

God's grace and evidence of love during the last days can fully compensate people for the distress and suffering of this
time, for their rapid ascent will be certain if they make good use of the gifts of grace and strive for the maturing of their
soul. It will be the time of which is written, that God will be with His Own in spirit until the end; it will be the time
when people will see Him coming in the clouds, when the connection between heaven and earth will become evident,
not just in people's imagination, but beings of light will be active on earth and spread light in daily life, and men will be
taught from above, when God Himself descends to earth in the Word, handing the bread from heaven to His Own, when
people will constantly be able to draw from the source of life, since God Himself will offer them the drink of life to
strengthen them....

During this time someone will become known who is destined to be the last messenger before the coming of the Lord,
who, as His forerunner, will announce Him and fearlessly tell people the truth, although he will be in danger of being
seized. But he no longer cares about the world and will gladly exchange his mortal life for eternal life. Therefore he will
not fear the world, for he knows that the end is near and what is about to happen to people who do not believe it.... His
emergence, too, is an exceptional grace, because he will constantly remind people of the approaching end and
encourage them to improve their souls, thus directing their attention towards eternity. He will also possess extraordinary
strength so that he will be able to heal the sick and help where help is needed even though it appears impossible to
people, because he will lead an exemplary life of love and be filled by the spirit of God. God Himself will work through
him, and anyone who listens to him will hear God Himself. He will hear God's Word through a human mouth, but just
as it has come from Him.... And this time has arrived, the final time of grace, which can bring much success to people
who strive for perfection. And even if they have to endure untold earthly suffering they will benefit as long as they
make use of the blessings; for then they will know that the end is near, because they will recognise in him the
forerunner of the Lord and will joyfully expect the Lord Himself. And He will soon appear to save His Own from
utmost hardship and lead them to a land of peace, as He has promised.... Amen
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God Himself will speak through him... Strength of the Divine Word...

B.D. 4136
5.10.1947

The Lord’s messenger before His coming.... Help desperately needed....

Remarkable gifts of grace can be offered to people and they walk past them as if they were everyday occurrences. They
can’t be troubled to examine them earnestly, and although they hear what is offered to them as a most precious gift of
grace they do not apply it to themselves and, therefore, do not perfect themselves according to My Will. And thus the
time of grace will pass without much benefit to them. The end is near. I will make Myself known in every possible way,
I will use every means to open their hearts so that I may enter and teach them Myself. Consequently there will be twice
as much work in the forthcoming time and My servants should take their task seriously and not deceive themselves by
believing that their job is done. This short time before the end requires exceptional assistance on My part and
particularly keen activity on the part of My servants on earth, if the souls are to be saved which are in extreme distress.
Although it seems that you will not be very successful, since many will reject you, your work will not have been in
vain.

Someone will come and speak the same words to people that you have received from Me. And people will compare and
be surprised because they will recognise that the content corresponds to what they have already received through Word
and Scripture. And again people will be offered a great opportunity to change their way of life and to shape themselves
in accordance with My will. Because the messages from above will be so obviously consistent with the Gospel preached
by him, who is My forerunner before My last coming. Only a few will recognise the extraordinary light and know that
the time has come. The majority, however, will disregard a gift of grace which My love repeatedly offers to them. They
cannot be helped anymore because it is their own free will as to whether they accept or reject it and which I will never
compel. But the time of grace will be over soon, soon the hour will have passed and the last bell will toll. And anyone
who has not found his way back to Me by then will remain distant from God for eternity and thus in a miserable state,
which My love constantly attempts to prevent.... but success is up to you humans yourselves.... Amen
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B.D. 2797
4.7.1943

Strength of the divine Word.... Prophet.... The Lord’s return....

Everyone will noticeably feel the strength of the divine Word when the last days come. Many threads lead from the
kingdom of the beyond to earth, God conveys His Word to people everywhere who partly hear it mentally or as the
inner voice, and His Word will give strength to people everywhere. But even where the directly imparted Word is
conveyed to fellow human beings it will make them stronger if they devoutly accept it and allow themselves to be
affected by it. For it is certain that God will not leave His Own without help at a time when afflictions and adversities
are rife and which requires tremendous strength. And therefore He blesses His Word with His strength so that all who
hear it become aware of this strength if they believe. God’s adversary will exercise all his power and try to pull
everything down that won’t offer him resistance. However, the Word of God is the best defence against him, the Word
of God protects a person from his onslaughts, since God Himself is with the person in His Word and the enemy is
powerless against Him.

If the human being believes then he will not need to fear anything, irrespective of what will happen to him. The world
will certainly use any means in order to shake his faith, it will want to force him into renouncing it, yet God’s Word is
stronger than the world.... Anyone in possession of it will ignore its voice, for he is closer to God than to the world and
is permeated by His strength, but the human being will also remain in contact with God through His Word. In the last
days, however, someone will appear who will loudly and distinctly preach the Word of God to people.... he will be
guided by God’s spirit and God’s spirit will express itself through him. His Words will be impressive and even within
the adversary’s ranks not remain without effect.... Those who belong to the world will pursue him but be unable to harm
him until his mission on earth has been fulfilled. He will proclaim the Lord’s second coming, he will reproach people’s
way of life and inform them of things which are new to them, he will encourage them to love and criticize their
heartlessness with sharp words; his speeches will be forthright and aim to win people over for the kingdom of God.

And the strength coming forth from his words will verify the truth of what he is preaching. God Himself will speak
through the mouth of His servant on earth and many will recognise His voice.... Yet eventually he will be captured, for
Satan will incite the people who are enslaved by him to seize him. Then the Lord’s coming will be imminent, for then
the heartlessness on earth will have reached its peak and even the believers will be at great risk of beginning to waver.
Then the Lord Himself will come to take His Own home, to save them from the enmity of those who are enslaved by
the darkness. ... And things will come to pass which are beyond people’s imagination.... Amen
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B.D. 7062
10.3.1958

Announcing the forerunner of Jesus Christ....

None of you humans would know the truth anymore if this were not proclaimed to you through My spirit time and time
again.... The pure truth preached to people during My life on earth did not remain pure, for as soon as human
consideration began to use My teaching for the purposes of whole nations, everything was intermingled with human
supplements, for My pure doctrine did not sufficiently correspond to people’s selfishness, and so the individual
communities sought to shape this doctrine more or less expediently. And thus the church which I once founded Myself,
the so-called early church, soon became a mere distortion of what it originally had been. And My pure teaching had to
undergo countless changes. And what still exists today can no longer claim to be pure truth. In order to keep the truth
pure, clean vessels are needed into which My spirit can constantly pour. The divine spirit must forever be able to flow,
and so the teaching I gave to people must equally be proclaimed by those who are permeated by the spirit or the words
will already be subject to a change in the mouth of the proclaimer and take on a different meaning....

It must always be taken into account that something pure and divine will lose its purity in ungodly surroundings because
I do not compel the will of a human being. What the individual person makes of the truth conveyed to him is up to him,
and My holy Word was already being distorted even during My life on earth where it suited people’s own ends. I can
certainly keep transmitting My pure Word to earth through My spirit, but I will not deprive people of their freedom by
forcing the truth upon them. Yet as long as people voluntarily place themselves at My disposal, who prepare themselves
as vessels for My spirit, it is always possible to correct all existing errors, to answer any question that needs clarification
and to give people pure light which comes forth from Me, the eternal Essence of light. But people, in turn, hold on with
tenacity to the distorted doctrines, at the bottom of which is My adversary who will always fight against the light of
truth. And thus an almost impenetrable night has spread across the human race, since error and falsehood are identical
to darkness. And it is made extremely difficult for My bearers of light to penetrate this darkness, because people are
already so deluded that they can no longer recognise a true light....

And thus an almighty light will begin to shine, and this light will testify to Me and My return in the clouds.... It will
bear witness to the Judgment and the rapture of My Own on the day of Judgment.... A radiantly bright light will arise
and once again proclaim My pure Word, a voice in the spiritual wilderness will appear and try to awaken people from
their sleep of death.... He will come to the aid of those who testify to Me and My working in them, He will confirm the
truth of what was imparted to humanity through the working of My spirit.... He will make mighty speeches and spare
no-one taking dark ways.... nor will he fear those in power but tear the mask off their face, expose them and reveal their
true intentions.... He will fight with the sword of the tongue, for the high and the low will bear him ill will, because no-
one wants to hear the pure truth which, however, does not deviate from the doctrine I once preached on earth. Thus he
will be My messenger through whose mouth I Myself will speak and who will merely fulfil his last mission on this
earth: to announce Me and My coming once more, as it is written. However, once this light begins to shine then you
will know that My coming is near and so is the Judgment....

And then extraordinary things will happen through him as well, but it will no longer harm people’s freedom of will, for
he will find little belief and only the awakened will recognise him and his mission.... Yet he will extraordinarily fortify
those who are weak, for his Words are full of strength.... But then the last phase of this earth will have come, for at the
same time this proclaimer will be the most fervent opponent to the one whom people will choose as their worldly ruler
and in whom My adversary will incarnate himself in order to perform this last infamous act against Me.... For then the
battle of faith will erupt and My Own will find great support in the light which I Myself send to earth, they will receive
much strength in order to stand firm in the time of greatest distress, which precedes My coming to earth. For I will not
leave you, My faithful Own, without help, and in order that you will remain strong I announce this light, this voice, in
advance, and then you will know that I will soon arrive in order to fetch you, in order to put an end to My adversary’s
activity, in order to help truth achieve its final victory.... Amen
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His personality (recognition)... Knowledge about own mission... When he will appear publicly...

B.D. 5830
19.12.1953

Forerunner.... Proclaiming Jesus....

Humbly strive to become My true children but don’t aspire to extraordinary knowledge which is of little use for the
perfection of your soul. For the least and the smallest in My kingdom is greater than he who deems himself superior,
humility is of extremely great value in My kingdom, and there is no space for arrogance. However, you must make a
distinction between truly great and arrogance.... you must make a distinction between what is great and what seems
great. For whatever is great before Me will be appointed by Me as ruler over whole worlds and their inhabitants, it will
govern infinite creations and countless living beings with Me and within My will.... and yet it will not be arrogantly
spirited.... But even he who deems himself great believes himself to be entitled to govern, yet he will never ever scale
the height which would guarantee him a position as ruler, for I know every being’s innermost attitude, I know where
true humility exists and where My will alone fills a being.

And thus I say: There is no being on earth with such an abundance of humility that I could inaugurate it as a ruler over
the worlds in the kingdom of the beyond.... For this humility is spiritual and a being like that is so closely united with
Me that it would be unable to live on earth. For everything in its environment would radiate in brightest light. These
beings had already taken the path across earth which resulted in their total spiritualisation on earth.... They will never
ever return to earth but constantly influence the earthly inhabitants.... they send rays of light to earth because they are
permeated by a greater than great will to love and their will to help lets them be constantly active in a redeeming sense.
And thus every individual person can be extremely strongly influenced by such a being of light.... but that doesn’t
mean that the soul of this person is a soul of light having descended from above.... Understand this correctly.... many
souls of light embody themselves on this earth for the sake of a mission.... Yet they are still approaching their final
perfection as a child of God, which they can certainly attain by fulfilling such a mission.... Perfected children of God,
however, only affect people from above but strongly influence certain people if the conditions to do so are given.... i.e.,
in order to be able to be active in the redeeming sense on earth....

Even so, one spirit of light will be allowed to descend to earth.... My forerunner, who wants to announce Me Myself
before the end.... He will proclaim Me. He will once again prepare the way for Me, for this has been My will for
eternity, because he has been devoted to Me from the start, because he has been a fighter for His Lord from the
beginning.... It is he whom I have chosen to be My vassal, to be My herald, who always announced Me by exclaiming
it to the world when I approached people, who preceded Me as the voice which told humanity to pay heed to Me.... He
fought on My behalf and he will always speak up for the name of his Lord.... Thus he is the ray, the light which I will
send down to earth ahead of Me, and he knows of My coming, of the end and of his task on earth, for he will recognise
himself for who he is.... And he is so profoundly devoted to Me that his mouth only speaks My name, that every breath
of air only glorifies My name, that every beat of his heart only beats for Me, Whom he will overzealously proclaim on
earth and for Whom he will also give up his life when his mission is finished.... Hence he is the one who will live on
earth shortly before My second coming, and due to his modesty people will not recognise him until he starts to speak in
order to announce the One who will follow him. Then My Own will suddenly realise who he is, yet My adversary will
not recognise him.... However, he will speak up irrespective of his own danger; he will proclaim the imminent end to
people, he will tell them to repent, to seek God and the salvation of their souls and to despise the mammon.... He will
announce Jesus Christ to them again with a voice of thunder, and everything that will help to glorify Jesus’ name will
be done and said by him.... He will be My forerunner in the truest sense of the word.... he will be the one who will open
paradise again to all who believe his words, who faithfully wait for Me to deliver them from utmost adversity.... Amen
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B.D. 7604
21.5.1960

Forerunner.... Knowledge about previous incarnation....

You, who live on earth during the last days in order to be of service to Me, should not lose yourselves in assumptions as
to whose spirit you embody. I have spread a veil across things which are not conducive to your earthly life and your
mission. This is why the knowledge about your former incarnation on earth is withheld from you. Let it suffice you to
know that I provide everyone willing to be of service to Me with great strength and grace and that, precisely because the
adversary’s activity during the last days is so powerful, it also requires powerful spirits of light in order to counteract
and stand up to his activity where redemptive work is carried out on earth. And these spirits of light must remain
profoundly humble in order to accomplish their mission, because pride, or arrogance, in particular offer the adversary
the best opening for an attack and might therefore undermine this mission. And all people are in danger of falling prey
to this, his very attribute and arch-evil.... For this reason such opportunities are not supported on My part, instead I only
ever try to influence the human being to remain profoundly humble, because then he will also be able to resist My
adversary and not get caught up in his nets of lies. And it is not helpful for a person to know about his previous
incarnation.... or he would receive this knowledge the moment he starts his work for Me and My kingdom....

But one person will know about it, it will not be concealed from him, because he has to accomplish the most
demanding task in the last days: as My forerunner to announce Me, as a voice in the wilderness to proclaim My coming
in the clouds and to pay for his mission for Me with his life.... This knowledge, however, will not burden him because
he will be a supremely powerful spirit who consciously undertook his last embodiment on earth in recognition of the
urgency of his task, which he shall be willing to accomplish out of profound love for Me. He is one of the few who seal
what they proclaim with death.... He has the strength to do so because he loves Me Whom he once did not quite
recognise, who indeed had to give up his life for Me once before but who is willing to die a thousand deaths on My
behalf.... who therefore also travels this final earthly path in awareness of his mission and his origin. But he will only
be certain of this when his final mission begins, when he.... having previously lived in utter seclusion.... steps into the
limelight, when his heartfelt bond with God suddenly enlightens him about the task he has to accomplish on earth....
Then he will proclaim Me with fiery zeal, he will do whatever it takes to refer people to the end and the last Judgment;
he will speak frankly and boldly against the rulers whose power he does not fear, instead he will publicly denounce
them because he recognises them as emissaries of Satan, against whom he openly campaigns.

And this will be My last sign, for he will appear during the final stages, during the time of the battle of faith, which will
be waged shortly before the end. Regardless of what you hear earlier.... his time of activity will not start until this battle
of faith erupts, when the lights will shine brightly to point people to the path which all people shall take.... And he will
be the brightest light which will shine where you least expect it.... his radiance will outshine everything and therefore
also be recognisable by all who don’t shun the light.... But be patient and wait until then, and don’t entertain false
assumptions in advance.... For you will often still be misled by My adversary who wants to divert your vision in order
to stop you, who are willing to serve Me as loyal servants, from your own missionary work. Don’t let yourselves be
deceived.... you will very clearly recognise when the time has come where such extraordinary things will happen that I,
too, will have to intervene extraordinarily in order to help My Own. For My adversary’s actions will shake their faith as
well if they don’t firmly adhere to Me and hand everything over to Me in confidence of My right guidance. And then
you shall also feel My will within your hearts, so that you no longer need to ask what you ought to do. My will shall be
within you, you shall not be able to act against My will, and you will also know that your actions are merely fulfilling
My will. Time and again I say to you: don’t be hasty, wait until I call you, until I place My will into your heart, for your
premature actions can also destroy what has been laboriously built up before.

Always bear in mind that people’s faith is still too weak, that they occasionally need a lighter fare so as not to harm
their souls.... And to these you should only preach My Gospel of love but not present them with teachings which they
are unable to grasp. And this also includes the knowledge about the incarnation of spirits of light, because they often
lack belief in the soul’s continuation of life altogether. It is not always appropriate to announce the appearance of the
forerunner prior to My second coming to such people, yet if they accept My Gospel of love they will also learn to
believe and recognise him when he appears, because he will be preceded by grave events and a ‘separation of the
spirits’ will then be recognisable.... people, who are either for or against Me and therefore exhibit corresponding
spiritual understanding. Not much time will pass before all these Words will be understandable to you, and then you
will no longer ask but know that My coming is imminent, because you will recognise the one who was My forerunner
during My time on earth and who will be it again, as it is proclaimed in Word and Scripture.... Amen
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B.D. 7722
8.10.1960

About the forerunner....

Time will tell how much strength rests within My Word.... for hearts will feel addressed by Me and flare up with love
for Me Who reveals Himself as a Father, because I want to be united with My children and therefore send My ray of
love into the hearts of those who are of good will. Yet it entirely depends on this will as to whether people recognise the
Father’s voice. The least amount of resistance will diminish the strength of My Word, and this resistance occurs in a
person who is still without love. Then he will not let himself be addressed by Me, and then My Word remains without
effective strength, then it will sound no different to him than a human word and he will reject it.

However, My children listen to My Word, and thus I instruct My children: Free yourselves from misguided ideas by
appealing to Me directly for truth and enlightenment of your thinking. You try too soon to penetrate areas which I still
keep closed to you.... you come to conclusions which are nevertheless fallacies.... you think about things which cannot
be revealed to you as yet.... You rack your brain about the forerunner’s fate and arrival.... And you come to the wrong
conclusion. For I have told you, you will recognise him.... and that means that you will no longer have to ask but know
who he is when he appears.

But until the time for his activity has come you don’t need to look for him or suspect him to be one of your fellow
human beings.... for he will come from where you least expect him. He is not a child of the world, he lives like any
other human being yet his thoughts and wishes concern Me although he is not aware of his mission yet. But his spirit
will brightly enlighten him about his mission and himself when the time is right for his appearance. And I tell you that it
will still be some time before this happens.... He will be so illuminated that his light will radiate in all directions and
that all of you, who want to be of service to Me, will warm yourselves in his light when the time of the spiritual
hardship comes, when the last phase before the end begins: when the battle of faith erupts.... Until then, however, don’t
believe every spirit who deems himself to know more about it, for if this knowledge were necessary I would instruct
you of it Myself. But handle with care what comes to you through human mouth and don’t let yourselves be deceived,
for the ‘spirit of God’ does not contradict itself, and you should scrutinise yourselves where My spirit is active, because
I don’t compel you to believe and it is up to you which spirit you accept as true.

I have indeed announced the forerunner to you and that he will come again as a voice in the wilderness before My
second coming, but he is yet to appear because a short time still has to pass when diligent work should be done for My
kingdom, and because you would set yourselves a time when his appearance should be obvious.... I still keep the time
of his arrival veiled, for then My coming will also be certain, then the end is close, for he will only be active for a short
time on earth which, however, will suffice to shock people out of their deadly rigidity. And the purpose of his coming is
to save those who are still undecided.... To strengthen those who want to remain faithful to Me.... and to announce My
coming.... And although this time is not far away, a few short phases have yet to pass.... but then what was proclaimed
to you in Word and Scripture will be fulfilled.... Amen
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B.D. 8231
2.8.1962

Christ’s Forerunner....

My Own will recognise him, the voice in the wilderness, who will announce My appearance as I predicted.... For his
light will radiate brightly and his speech will be powerful.... And he will not shy away from strongly criticising the
authorities in his speeches, because I will send him to earth in order to fulfil his final mission by preaching about the
end of this earth and announcing My coming on the day of Judgment.... Those who belong to Me will be strongly
affected by the strength of his words, and they will realise that it won’t be long before I Myself arrive in order to deliver
them from their adversity. But before that you humans will time and again come to the wrong conclusion and assume to
recognise him in many people.... However, I say to you ‘You won’t need to ask but will know that it is he whom I
have sent ahead of Me....” For when he appears My adversary will already be at work embodied in a ruler who
proceeds against all spiritual aspirations, against faith, and through his accomplices will also badly pester My Own to
desert Me and acknowledge him instead....

Then you will be able to see the beginning of the battle of faith already and therefore receive incredible comfort through
My forerunner, for then you will also know that the end is not far away.... For his mission on earth will not last long,
just as the Antichrist will be easily recognisable, who will not be granted a long lifespan either.... The forerunner will
come and reinforce your faith, he will testify to Me and announce My coming with such powerful words that My Own
will draw strength from his words and thus endure until the end, for I Myself will help them in their distress which this
last battle of faith entails.... The voice in the wilderness will not let himself be restrained and will quite openly
condemn the people who treat My Own with hostility.... He will denounce their actions as detestable and always enjoy
My protection when they attack him, until his hour also comes, for once again he will pay for his mission with his
death, and that, too, shall not frighten you who are My Own, but only strengthen your belief that you know the truth,
that you can expect everything to happen as I have told you through My spirit.

A period of time nears its completion which was given to you humans for your release from the form, yet I will help
you until the last day to find the right faith in Me, and the ‘forerunner’, too, will be sent so as to strengthen your faith....
Anyone who wants to recognise him will recognise him.... Anyone who rejects his word is plainly My adversary’s
follower and will also reject Me. Yet the light from above which will shine so very brightly cannot be overlooked, his
powerful word cannot be ignored, and his life and activity on earth during the last days will be so evidently recognisable
as ‘divine’ activity, that everyone will be able to recognise him and no longer needs to question whether it is him. And
My adversary will want to work in the same manner again by trying to cause confusion and suggest to his followers that
he can be seen here and there, and thus it requires a close bond with Me in order to distinguish properly and to think
correctly.... This is why I repeatedly let you know that he will only make his appearance when My adversary has also
prepared the right external form for himself, in which he will then work to the horror of the believers, for he has great
power at his disposal and will employ it to wage a relentless battle of faith....

And then the one who is sent by Me will make his appearance, and he will publicly denounce the former and not be
afraid of him, and thereby you will recognise him, for he will use the strength at his disposal in My name, he will also
heal the sick and perform miracles and thus be even more fiercely attacked by the authorities who try to kill him and
achieve his violent death.... Yet the light he distributes amongst My Own will give them extraordinary strength, and
they will await My coming with confidence and wait until the end.... for they know that My Word fulfils itself and that
everything will come to pass as I let it be proclaimed in Word and Scripture.... Amen
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B.D. 8815
19.6.1964

Forerunner....

I shall also clarify this question, as it is essential that you, who are receiving My Word, will not fall into error, for there
are many who are believed to be the long awaited forerunner who will announce My coming.... But I keep telling you
that he will come at the time of the Antichrist, that his appearance will coincide with that of the former, and that you
will then also recognise him.... He will not be there for long and will appear when people need him most, when they
need comfort and strength.... Thus you may expect him only when the final phase has begun .... when the natural
disaster is over, when a ruler has seated himself on the throne whom you will clearly recognise as the Antichrist and
who will cause the battle of faith to erupt. Then this messenger will come forward and clearly testify to Me and My
kingdom....

But don’t assume that he will appear right now, for he is not yet aware of his mission.... However, when he does
appear, everyone will recognise him by the power of his voice and his words. He will then not have the desire to be
acknowledged as the ‘voice in the wilderness’.... but that is who he is.... And he will speak, impelled by the spirit
within himself, for his desire to bear witness of Me, to announce My coming and to motivate people to change direction
will be so great that he will disregard all caution and speak in the midst of enemies intending to kill him.... But
remember that the time of the end has not yet come, that there is still time to speak freely which, however, will soon
change after My intervention has taken place, when the suffering of mankind will have become so great that someone
will offer his help to control this great adversity.... But then My messenger’s time will also have come, for he is the last
of the prophets, and anyone who listens to him will receive tremendous strength. Yet you have been repeatedly told that
he will be an inconspicuous man of whom you would not assume to have such power of speech while he lives his
humble life.

But suddenly there will be a breakthrough in him.... all of a sudden he will realise his mission, and he will become a
mighty orator on behalf of God.... who will proclaim My name throughout the world and not be afraid to argue in
favour of My name. He will portray Me as the Saviour of mankind and fight for Me and My kingdom.... And you will
recognise him by the fact that he will acknowledge Me as the Word that became flesh.... that he will distinctly
emphasise My human manifestation in Jesus Christ, that he will not allow for any difference between Myself and Jesus,
and that he will acknowledge that Jesus is God....

And his words will fully concur with the teaching I conveyed to you from above. And that shows that he is ‘John the
Baptist, the voice of one crying in the wilderness’, My forerunner, who has returned to announce Me, Who soon shall
follow in order to fetch My Own when their souls are in utmost distress.... Time and time again there will be people
imagining themselves to be the embodiment of John.... Time and again I will enlighten them and tell them that he will
make himself known to them in an unusual way, and that he is not to be sought in the ranks of those who feel
themselves to have been called.... He will appear where you will least expect him. And this shall suffice for you, who
anticipate him prematurely, for the time has not yet come. However, it will not be long now, and then everything will
happen in quick succession, for he will not have a long lifespan. He will pay for his work on earth with death as it is
proclaimed in Word and Scripture.... Amen
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B.D. 9007
3.7.1965

Jesus’ forerunner....

The fact that so many people believe that they are an incarnation of the voice in the wilderness is also a sign of spiritual
confusion, for it is certain that he will be a great speaker but until his appearance he will not know what task was
assigned to him and that he will speak with a powerful voice in order to announce Me and My imminent arrival at the
end of the days.... Once again he will precede Me and be met with hostility by all those who don’t want to hear
anything about the end, who will ridicule and mock him because the things he proclaims seem incredible to them, and
thus he will be regarded as a fantasist. And he will come at the same time as the Antichrist incites the eruption of the
battle of faith. Then he will fiercely criticise him and My Own will turn to him for strength and comfort, for he will only
be active for a short time on earth. Yet he will make good use of this time in order to convey My Word to all who
accept it, and My opponents will trail him intending to call him to account, but time and again he will evade them until
his hour has come when he will sacrifice his life for Me again....

And you were told several times already that he himself has no idea about his mission and that it will dawn on him so
suddenly that he can be recognised by everyone.... And then he will know why he was granted such a powerful voice,
why he must announce Me, for then he will know that the end has come when I will appear in the clouds in order to
fetch My Own.... Then the Antichrist will try everything in order to capture him, for he particularly condemns the
Antichrist and discloses his every misdeed, denouncing him publicly without hesitation, and thus he will be persecuted
by the Antichrist’s followers....

Yet he will comfort those who have to suffer under his rule. He will draw their attention to My coming and everyone
will believe him because My Word makes them feel as if I have spoken to them Myself.... His words will have a
soothing effect on you, who fearfully and anxiously await the things to come.... you will draw fresh strength from his
words and time and again feel invigorated by them because he demonstrates that your Father has spoken to you Himself
and that you thus can believe My Words which refer you to My imminent coming in the clouds. And thus you will also
observe all warnings and admonitions from him, for he will also be in spirit with those whom I make known to him as
belonging to Me.... He will have the ability to be close to you even if his body is elsewhere, for I will pass on your
heartfelt call to Me for help, and he will be willing to help. That is why I say: You will recognise him when he begins
his mission, but don’t expect him quite yet, for My intervention has to take place before his appearance.... But then
time will fly, because for the sake of My Own I will shorten the days so that My adversary will not succeed in making
them fall, for there will be severe adversity and thus I will also send you powerful spirits of light to protect you in every
earthly and spiritual crisis. Yet when this voice of Mine in the wilderness has to sacrifice his life you can expect My
coming every day, then I will come and take you into a kingdom of peace and all tribulation will have come to an
end.... Amen
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B.D. 0685
26.11.1938

Wolf in sheep's clothing.... Forerunner of the Lord before His return....

The adversary has an easy time when he moves about in disguise like a wolf in sheep’s clothing fascinating the people
with his looks and words. He will use every opportunity to cause damage to humanity. Anyone who falls victim to the
claws of the wolf will be mercilessly torn to shreds after he has gained power over the soul.

Therefore let Me tell you: you will recognise him who walks across the earth with the fiery sword of his tongue.... No
one will doubt his word as it will be divine and an emanation of God’s deepest love. But do not search for him in
splendour and magnificence; his name is humble.... unknown.... although he calls himself John his mortal body does
not present the appearance that graces him spiritually. He walks amongst you and teaches by word and deed and will be
a forerunner of the Lord before His return to earth. Thus his word will testify to the love of God wherever he is, and he
will awaken in the hearts of humanity a deep longing for truth and light.

Do not believe the voices of the present time which intend to mislead you, which intend to dull your senses for the good
and noble .... leave them be and only hold on to what the Lord sends to you from above; because the inclination of the
adversary turns towards the world and not away from it towards the eternal Deity. Whoever listens to John’s words will
hear the Lord's Words directly and his spirit will proclaim the true salvation. And whoever hears him is completely
convinced by his words. He comes in the light of truth, nothing worldly will adhere to him. The country that shelters
him, however, is blessed by his presence.... When he appears the hour of judgment is not far.... he will accept all
suffering with patience and only hear the voice of the Lord. Remember these words when he is apprehended to seal his
fate on earth.... However, you humans will never be able to prevent God's advocate from carrying out what he has taken
upon himself for the sake of humanity. You will never be powerful enough to fight against him without punishment....
Yet his eyes will rest upon you, who want to hurt him, with gentleness.... for his love and patience include all those
whose hearts oppose him.... And he will win many for himself because the strength of his words and his love are great.
And the world will suffer a loss.... The souls will be divided into those, who recognise him as their saviour from
deepest distress and those, whose only share is the world. And their end will be the death of their body and soul....

And thus you are given light to see the deeds of those who ask to descend, who shy away from all light from above and
strive to extinguish it so that the adversary can seize the souls during darkness. Those of you who ask for light shall
receive light, the Lord will not let you suffer in darkness and He will protect you from snatching wolves who sneak
amongst His flock in disguise and strive to cause confusion. Read His Word and notice the first signs of the
confusion.... And whoever has ears to hear shall listen: Not the world will bring you peace but only He, Whose
kingdom is not of this world. And His peace will be an eternal peace and nothing in the world can destroy it and yet it
will also extend across the world .... across those people who hear the Word of God from the mouth of a pure disciple
of Jesus.... whose love wants to help people and who proclaims to them God’s eternal love.... He will bring peace to
all people of good will.... Amen
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His appearance is a sure sign that final phase of the last days began...
and that the End is quite close...

B.D. 7295
28.2.1959

The forerunner of Jesus Christ....

And when you hear that someone is proclaiming the Lord in an extraordinary way then you will know that the final
phase of the last days has started, that the forerunner of Jesus Christ is carrying out his mission again to announce Him,
Who will come on the day of Judgment to fetch His Own and to implement the change on earth, as is proclaimed in
Word and Scripture. He will appear entirely unexpectedly causing much stir because the power of his voice is great and
because he will speak to people in such an earnest and significant manner that many will feel impressed and accept his
word.... because they realise that he is proclaiming the “Word of God’, and also because the signs of his working in
order to help his fellow human beings are remarkable. He will be a true miracle worker of the poor and miserable, a
helper in the adversity which will befall humanity at the time of his appearance. And he will speak loudly and clearly,
he will not be afraid of those who prohibit his activity, he will expose those who speak and act in opposition to God’s
will all the more and thus he will be hated and persecuted by the powerful of this earth, whose conduct of people he
strongly condemns. But the gulf between the earthly and the spiritual world will already be too deep as to expect any
understanding by the former of what the ‘voice crying in the wilderness’ proclaims. They will laugh at him and only
pursue him so keenly because he is very popular, since there are nevertheless people who let themselves be impressed,
much to the annoyance of the authorities which oppose all faith and proceed against it.

And this time is not far away, it will not be long and you will hear of him. But then you will also know that you have to
persevere, for once he appears you will also have to be prepared for the imminent battle of faith, and then the direction
you take will be crucial, for then it will only be too obvious that you have to decide either for God or for the world....
He will strongly support you in taking the path to God, for he will speak convincingly and powerfully. God Himself
will speak so obviously through him that no human being should find it difficult to join him, because he will also
provide such visible evidence of his calling that people will thus be able to recognise who he is.... He himself also
knows what his function consists of and that it is his last task to precede the Lord and announce Him with a loud
voice.... He is also aware of his origin and likewise of his end, which again will be dreadful, but he fears nothing and
nothing will stop him from completing his mission, which will be very blessed....

And anyone joining him will truly do well, for he will be able to draw much strength and get much light from this great
light which will shine wherever he appears. He is already alive but not yet aware of his task, which nevertheless will
suddenly become clear to him and fundamentally change his earthly life, for although he is of service to the Lord and
also recognises the spiritual low level humanity is languishing in.... he has not yet been called, but it will happen all of
a sudden.... And then he will leave his hitherto quietude and become fully conscious of his task, for he will be moved
by the spirit of God, granting him complete clarity about his mission. And he will gladly serve the Lord with a devotion
which makes him constantly more suitable for the final service which he wants to render before the end, before His
return.... But you humans, pay attention to those who proclaim the Word of God, and you will recognise the one who
becomes very noticeable because he wants to fulfil an unusual mission: to announce the coming of the Lord and by
means of powerful sermons make people aware of their earthly task to be repentant and seriously work for their soul’s
salvation, for he will announce the end to them which will soon follow after his appearance, for the time has been
fulfilled which God granted humanity for their perfection.... Amen
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B.D. 4878
13.4.1950

Jesus’ forerunner at the end....

Someone amongst you will emerge who shall bear witness of My coming in the clouds. And when you hear him you
will know that the end is near. He is one of the purest, he is full of love and kindness and therefore closely united with
Me, he is a comforter and friend to you humans, a liberator from emotional distress. He is spiritually illuminated and
knows about the Last Judgment, and therefore he will warn and admonish people in My name. He will fight for Me and
My kingdom and be fully enlightened. And thus he will also know where the pure truth is represented. Consequently he
will emerge from amongst those who receive My teaching from above and, due to his way of life, due to his love for his
fellow human beings, he will also be taught from above, because he will still have to accomplish a final task.... to be
My forerunner prior to My return. For the time is fulfilled, the predictions of the prophets are coming to pass and thus
he, too, will have to appear. He will descend from the kingdom of light to earth for My sake in order to announce Me to
people who are suffering utmost adversity and distress.

He will bear witness of Me since his voice will be My voice and anyone who listens to him, listens to Me. However, he
will not stay with you humans for long.... Until you recognise him he will indeed live in your midst, but My adversary
will persecute him and provoke people against him. He will preach love but people will listen to him with hatred. They
will pursue and try to kill him. But I will know how to protect him until his hour has come, for he has to complete his
mission, he has to prepare a path for Me, he has to uphold the flock of My children and inform them that the Lord’s
return is at hand.

And once he appears, not much time will be left. His words will ignite and arouse the lazy and undecided from their
sleep, for he will only be a mouthpiece for Me, through him I want to openly express Myself just one more time. And
once again he will be a voice that cries in the wilderness, who will only return because I will need a strong worker in the
end, a worker from above to help humanity. Yet the world will hate him and spare no means to eliminate him, even
though he will only speak and do good. But the world will have descended into darkness and all lights will have gone
out .... Consequently, a bright light will appear on earth and all bearers of light will fetch oil for themselves to brighten
their own lights again, which worldly people will endeavour to extinguish. And all people of true faith will recognise
him as the forerunner of My return, and they will know that the time is fulfilled when I can be expected and with Me the
Last Judgment.... They will take his words to heart because they sense that it is I, Who speaks through him, and that I
announce My coming through him, who is My messenger as destined since eternity.

But he will have a difficult time with people who worship the world and reject his admonitions and warnings, yet who
will not shy away from trying to kill him in spite of the fact that he will prove himself helpful towards all people and
many will also accept his help. The former will want to prevent him from completing his mission but I will not recall
him into My kingdom until he has prepared the path for Me, until he has proclaimed My coming to all who long to
behold Me and whose faith he has strengthened, because he will only proclaim what he receives from Me through the
inner Word, through the remarkable working of the spirit within himself.... Amen
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B.D. 7339
17.4.1959

Dialogue.... Forerunner....

Wait in all humility for what I must send upon humanity for its own benefit and what will also lead to the brightest
realisation in yourselves, hence this preparation time must happen first. I Am by no means a God of wrath even if the
forthcoming event appears to make it look that way, in fact, you will all experience My love far more which will protect
you from extreme danger; but then I will also clearly highlight My Own, I will draw so much attention to them that their
fellow human beings shall realise where they can appeal for real help, for I want to win people over for Myself and not
lose them to the adversary. Nevertheless, the damage will be huge and countless people will lose their lives, yet it will
benefit many who will still be able to catch up in the kingdom of the beyond on what they had failed to do on earth....
so that they will still be able to reach the light if they are of good will. And you can all believe that soon afterwards the
end will follow but that I will still grant you humans a time of grace because the end signifies a drastic turning point in
the spiritual process of development of the beings which ought to mature fully on this earth.

For this reason I have chosen servants for Myself who shall loudly proclaim the forthcoming end after the natural
disaster.... For this reason I constantly pour out My spirit and through awakened people draw attention to everything
that is due to happen shortly. And I only instruct them to spread My Word and, where possible, also to mention these
events which intend to reveal My might as well as My love, for people shall know that a God is enthroned above them
Who holds their fate in His hands. And anyone who is chosen by Me as a proclaimer of My Word must also have been
chosen by Me as a recipient of My Word, and thus you can utterly believe him, even if it seems implausible what he
proclaims on My instruction. For I will provide an obvious sign that He is My messenger, My representative, who shall
speak on My behalf.... He will always be guided through anything, no matter what happens, he will not need to fear
illness and death as long as he has not completed his mission, and I Myself will lay out his path which will lead him to
where many people can hear him so that, when the time has come, he will loudly and publicly speak about Me and My
Word....

Until a great light begins to shine when the battle between light and darkness will openly erupt.... when the battle of
faith will be waged in an extremely brutal way.... then this light will flare up so as to strengthen all those who work in
My vineyard.... Then they will be able to draw strength from it and work even more diligently for Me and My
kingdom. And this light will come when the last phase begins, when I have spoken from above, when people’s situation
has become chaotic and the separation of the spirits starts.... for or against Me.... And then I will give great strength to
the weak, I will give strength to all who need it, and I will be their Leader in the battle against the enemy of souls....
and truly, I will be and eternally remain victorious and you, too, may rejoice at the victory over him.... You will be
liberated from him and thus can live in peace in the paradise of the new earth.... Amen
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B.D. 0801
9.3.1939

Spiritual chaos.... World conflagration.... Messiah.... The forerunner of the Lord....

And it will come to pass in the world as precisely as it is written, that no stone will remain on the other, for in these
days the world will experience a complete breakdown of everything that has been preserved for thousands of years. All
traditions will be opposed; it will mean incomparable chaos in a spiritual as well as in an earthly respect.... People will
no longer be able to differentiate to what extent their opinions are right or wrong. They will allow themselves to be
driven beyond all bounds, and in the end it will be a spiritual waste-land. The most incongruous rumours will emerge
regarding the second coming of the Messiah, and a huge world conflagration will throw humanity into extreme
adversity and despair.

Yet this crisis can most certainly be controlled by indisputable faith in Jesus Christ, the divine Redeemer. The path of
anyone who has chosen Him as a leader through earthly life will bypass all distress and, protected by His love, the
earthly valley with all its horrors will only vaguely touch him, yet the adversity will be indescribably great for all who
do not carry the divine Saviour within their hearts, and the suffering on earth will appear unbearable for him, he will
torture himself with all kinds of physical and spiritual problems.

And into this chaos a light will shine, giving everyone standing in this light much comfort and hope.... In these days a
bearer of spiritual truth will arise amongst you. He will proclaim the Word and fill people with much hope, he will be a
powerful speaker before the Lord and announce His second coming and, permeated by love for humanity, eagerly
preach the Word which the Lord Himself had taught on earth.... And he will be a forerunner of the Lord. Yet his hour
will come even though people will try to stop him accomplishing his mission. The world will show an interest in his
fate on earth, some of the world will recognise his assignment and working as God’s will.... yet the majority who live
in utter spiritual darkness will demand his death.

And during this time the earth will rumble and the Lord God will warn and admonish humanity with a stern voice to
turn around and consider the salvation of their souls, and the suffering on earth will be extensive and is intended to
show you humans that the hour of Judgment is close. You ought to look within yourselves and remember the Lord Who
proclaimed this time to you in Word and Scripture.... Amen
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He will have the Rnowledge about the day and hour... but he will keep it in secret...

B.D. 3560
27.9.1945

Knowing the time of the end....

It is exceptionally misguided to state that the time of the breakdown will be in the distant future; this error is detrimental
for the souls because they will pay no attention to the admonitions and warnings of the last days. But it is equally
misguided trying to determine the point in time, for this knowledge is concealed from people. God always refers to the
near end through seers and prophets in order to encourage people to live according to a quickly occurring end, in order
to make them aware of their responsibility towards their souls and to constantly prepare themselves for the end. The end
is near, yet no-one but God knows the day. The signs of the time point towards the end, nevertheless, it will come
suddenly and unexpectedly for all people including the faithful who are knowledgeable and make an effort to live in
accordance with the approaching end. Human mind and human intellect will never be able to penetrate the divine plan
of eternity and therefore never be able to determine the time nor the manner of the end. Only where the spirit of God is
at work He will instruct people as to how the end will take place, yet always leaving the day and the hour open when it
happens. For this knowledge is God’s prerogative and therefore concealed to people. The faithful will be able to
recognise the time of the end by the low level of spiritual development, and if they expect the coming of the Lord every
day and enter into heartfelt contact with God they will also sense when the Day of Judgment is approaching.

But anyone who wants to calculate the time in advance, anyone who deems himself to know without the obvious
working of the spirit, will be mistaken in his announcement, people should not believe him for he only contributes
towards increasing the unbelief in the end. Even the forerunner of the Lord, who will be sent to Earth by God Himself
in order to save the still undecided, even he will not specify a day.... He, too, will proclaim the imminent end and
admonish people to expect it daily and hourly. He will be enlightened by the spirit of God, and the Father-Spirit, Who
speaks in and through him, truly knows the day and the hour. And yet he, too, will still keep it secret from people
because the knowledge of it will be of no use to them. And thus the hour will come suddenly and unexpectedly, as it
was proclaimed by God.... His voice will resound in the midst of the euphoria of the world, to the horror of the
unbelievers but to the comfort and joy of those who are faithful.... Amen
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ADDITION:

John the Baptist's Sermon of Repentance
As received by Gottfried Mayerhofer

(Lord's Sermons — 4)

Luke III, 2-20: "Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto John* the son of
Zacharias in the wilderness**. And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of
repentance for the remission of sins; As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet,
saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be
made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth; And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.
Then said he to the multitude that came forth to be baptized of him, O generation of vipers, who hath
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin
not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, That God is able of these
stones to raise up children unto Abraham. And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: every
tree therefore which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. And the people
asked him, saying, What shall we do then? He answereth and saith unto them, He that hath two coats, let
him impart to him that hath none; and he that hath meat, let him do likewise. Then came also publicans
to be baptized, and said unto him, Master, what shall we do? And he said unto them. Exact no more than
which is appointed you. And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what shall we do? And
he said unto them, Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages.
And as the people were in expectation, and all men mused in their hearts of John, whether he were the
Christ, or not; John anwered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than
I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost
and with fire: Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and will gather the wheat
into his garner; but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable. And many other things in his
exhortation preached he unto the people. But Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by him for Herodias his
brother Philip's wife, and for all the evils which Herod had done, added yet this above all, that he shut up
John in prison."
(December 10, 1871)

1. This chapter deals with a sermon of repentance John the Baptist preached on the Jordan to the crowds
gathered around him. With this sermon he intended to prepare the Jews for the One the latchet of whose
shoes, he said, he was not worthy to unloose.

2. The people listening to him asked him what they were supposed to do, - each one in his particular trade.
And he told them to observe the law of love of their neighbour.

3. What John did and preached at that time, I have now been doing for a considerable time. I, too, admonish
mankind to repent - in different ways - with words as well as through events. As then the advent of the actual
teacher was announced and prepared, the same has been done already for quite a while in preparation of My
next coming. As the Jews were thinking and acting then, they were not fit to properly accept and
comprehend My teaching. And with the people of today, who are caught even deeper in the mire of
selfishness, it is all the more urgent to awaken and warn them. There is not much time left now to consider
what to do and where to turn. Just as for the sleeper the time of his dream-life passes with great speed and
hours pass like minutes, thus time is now rushing past for him who, without thinking, lives only for the
present. Therefore, the events, illnesses, looming social revolutions are all necessary to shake up mankind
from its deep worldly sleep.

4. At that time John said that One would come "whose fan is in his hand and he will thoroughly purge his
floor and gather the wheat, but burn the chaff". And now, when you have invented machines to clean the
grain with the help of strong fans, [ am replacing the winnowing-fan by speedier methods in order to achieve
My purpose and separate those of good will from the indifferent and indolent ones. Already the wheel is
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spinning in My spiritual wind- and cornsiftingmill. Whirling, it stirs the masses, tossing away from it the
easygoing, shelllike rabble, which indulges in the pleasures of the world deaf to all warnings. As then, John
reproved even Herod, the Tet-rarch of Galilee, for the way he was living, so today public opinion is
reproving the ambitious plans of many a ruler. In the past, Herod had John imprisoned, and now, too, the
rulers would like to check the tongues and cast out the thoughts from people's heads. But now - as it was then
— these efforts are in vain. The Word, the spiritual carrier of My will, is far more powerful than weapons and
force. As an immaterial being it passes over all barriers of the material world and dominates everything in
the spirit, since I Myself am the Word.

5. Then the people listened to John's sermon, but when self-abnegation and sacrifice were demanded, they
turned their backs on him, just as the rich ruler did with Me. And now the majority of people ridicule those to
whom I give My teaching directly. They look down on them derisively, in their worldly wisdom considering
themselves much wiser than those with the language of the heart.

6. Poor, erring children! There will come a time when all your intellectual stuff will be insufficient to give
you comfort or peace. In the events that you will have to face, you will be standing between two worlds,
blaming God and your fate as cruel, for the material world will be repelling you with scorn and the spiritual
will not accept you.

7. John already foresaw this mental torment, when he endeavoured to awaken the Jewish people urging them
to change their ways. And today, when nearly all the noble qualities of human nature have been buried and
only egoism with all its characteristics is ruling, this warning-call is again sounded, supported by accidents
and troubles in order to achieve by forceful means what so far could not be achieved gently with the majority
of people.

8. At that time even I, as Jesus, submitted to the external baptism with water. Now you have to submit
voluntarily to the invisible, spiritual baptism with My Spirit. Then the divine light appeared above My head
in the form of a dove, thereby pointing to My descent and My former and future place of residence. Oh
children, do your utmost now, so that the streams of light and grace from on high are not poured out on you
in vain! Prove worthy of your descent and your future destiny! As the voice once proclaimed: "Thou art My
beloved son, in thee I am well pleased", may now the same voice sound above your heads and in your hearts,
assuring you that you are on the right path towards becoming My children.

9. At that time John said that he who had two coats should give one away, and he who had plenty to eat
should share with a hungry one; also, that no one should demand more than is due to him if he has a claim to
something. All these examples point to one thing. Be generous, be just - the same as your Father in heaven.
Give, so that also you may receive; forgive -that you, too, may be forgiven!

10. Do not be deceived by the world and the things it has to offer. A time is coming when you will have to
leave everything behind and keep only those values which you have gained for your inner being and which
neither pestilence nor war, neither affliction nor death can take away from you.

11. Let be those who consider themselves very clever with their pseudo-wisdom! Their time of triumph will
only be short. Follow My advice, My warning. I do not call you a generation of vipers as John in his sermon
of repentance did, but I call you My children whom I once created in My image and want to restore once
more to this image. Originally the outer appearance corresponded to that of the spirit; today there still
remains externally a faint likeness with the long vanished paradisaic beauty, but the soul, as the temple and
seat of My divine spark, has become but a caricature. My order does not allow this discord to remain, and the
inner man must once more be brought into harmony with the outer. Even if you are no longer able to change
the outer shell on which passions have left their mark, do make at least every effort to shape the inner,
spiritual man once more according to his archetype, for there does not exist a more beautiful, or a greater and
more spiritual image in all of creation. It is that image as a copy of which every being has been created to a
greater or lesser extent. And of this image you, as the highest expression of all material and spiritual creation,
bear within you that form, that archetype, which not only wishes to be your Creator and Lord, but also your
Father. He could lay down for you laws with inexorable serverity through the power of His will and either
reward you or punish you relentlessly and devastatingly but, instead of punishment, He has only forgiveness,
mercy and love for you.
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12. In those days a forerunner was needed who could prepare mankind for My coming. Today it is I Myself
Who extends to you the hand of peace in order to guide you in all the troubles which will be descending
upon mankind due to its obstinacy. Do not push away this hand, because you will not find a stronger one.
Every human arm is too short, only Mine suffices for all distances and is able to reach the one asking for
help, even beyond those spaces where the last star is shining and the realm of spirits begins. Even there this
hand is available to guide and draw towards Me the one who has love.

13. Heed the voice that - as once the voice in the wilderness - is now calling to you in the wilderness of
worldly activities: "Do not forget Him Who reigns above the stars, but also wants to dwell in every man's
heart!" John preached in the wilderness. He did this because the wilderness which is barren of vegetative life
would not distract his listeners. Now I am preaching to you in the wilderness of the spiritual life which,
because of the arrogance of human intellect, has become barren of all that revives the heart. Thus I, like
John, am endeavouring to plant the spiritual flower of love in the midst of sand and rock which, not drawing
nourishment from the soil, obtains its nourishment only from above. And now, on the ground of a
speculative world of the intellect made barren through egoism, in the wilderness of the divine spiritual life
barren of deeper thought, I once more call out to you:

14. "Awake! Go into the depths of your being in order to find the source of never-ending joy, comfort and
love as the fundamental principle of all created and animated things. Recognize Him again Who, through
gardens full of flowers, through shady forests and on lofty mountains and up to the most distant universal
sun, is always the same, never changes and -since He has created everything - expects of His created beings
only the one thing that a mother, a father expect of their child as a first sign of kinship - love."

15. Whilst your weak worldly rulers try to enforce your respect for them through many laws, I set you as free
beings into creation. You may choose freely between love or hatred, life or death, light or darkness. At this
stage everyone is still free to choose, but the time when a decision must be made is coming closer and closer.

16. Just as once the warning-call sounded before My coming, now My second call is sounding, so that the
events may not take you by surprise while asleep, but that you may face fully conscious and with a calm
heart the events meant only for those who could not be awakened by more gentle means.

17. Whilst your hearts are receptive for the soft harmonies of love, trumpets must be sounded for others as is
mentioned by My beloved disciple John, when angels will be pouring out the vials of wrath upon those who
are hard of hearing and who, notwithstanding all warnings, do not listen to My words of love.

18. I have already repeatedly proclaimed that bad times will be coming. I once more repeat: Bad times are
ahead of you. Make already now every effort to change for the better so that in the knowledge of this you
have a shield against all the bitter events. Actually, they are bitter only for those who, used to the honey of a
worldly material life of pleasure, do not regard the bitter remedy as a medicine, but as a destructive poison.

19. This is the meaning of that sermon of repentance for you and for the coming times. Who has ears, let him
hear! Amen.

* 'John the Baptist represented the same as Elias, therefore also it was said, that Elias should come,
by whom was meant John. Elias represented the Lord as to the Word, or the Word which is from the
Lord; and similarly John. And because the Word teaches that the Messiah or the Lord was about to
come, therefore John was sent before to preach concerning the coming of the Lord, according to the
predictions of the Word. And because John represented the Word, therefore the ultimates of the
Word, which are natural, were represented by John, by his clothing, and also by his food, that is, by
having his raiment of camel's hair, and the leathern girdle about his loins. For camel's hair signifies
the ultimates of the natural man, such as are the exteriors of the Word, and the leathern girdle about
his loins, their external bond and connection with the interior things of the Word, which are spiritual.
Similar things are signified by locust and wild honey; by locust, is signified the truth of the natural
man, and by wild honey, its good. Whether we speak of the truth and good of the natural man, or of
natural truth and good, such as the Word is in its ultimate sense, called the sense of the letter, or
natural sense, it is the same thing, for John represented this by his clothing and food.'

E.Swedenborg 'Apocalypse Explained — 619:16'
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** The church is called a wilderness (desertum) when there is no longer any good; and where there
is no good there are no truths. When the church is such, then evils and falsities reign, which hinder
the reception of its doctrine, which is the doctrine of love to the Lord and of charity towards the
neighbour, with its truths; and when doctrine is not received, there is no church, for the church is
from doctrine.

[2] Something shall first be said concerning the fact that there are no truths where there is no
good. By good is meant the good of a life according to truths of doctrine from the Word. The reason
is, that the Lord never flows immediately into truths with man, but mediately through his good; for
good is of his will, and the will is the man himself; from the will the understanding is brought forth
and formed. For the understanding is so connected with the will, that what the will loves the
understanding sees and also brings forth into the light; if therefore the will is not in good, but in evil,
then the influx of truth from the Lord into the understanding produces no effect, for it is dissipated,
because it is not loved; in fact, it is perverted, and the truth is falsified. It is evident from this why the
Lord does not flow immediately into man's understanding except so far as the will is in good. The
Lord can enlighten the understanding with every man, and thus flow in with Divine truths, since
every man has the ability to understand truth, and this for the sake of his reformation; nevertheless
the Lord does not flow in, because truths remain only so far as the will has been reformed.
Moreover, it would be dangerous to so enlighten the understanding in truths as to produce belief,
except so far as the will acts as one with it, for man would then be able to pervert, adulterate, and
profane truths, and this would be most damnatory. Besides, so far as truths are known and
understood, and are not at the same time lived, they are nothing but lifeless truths, and lifeless truths
are like statues which are without life. From these things it is evident why there are no truths where
there is good not in essence, but only in form.

[3] The quality of the man of the church is such at its end because he then loves the things of
the body and of the world above all things, and when these are loved supremely, then those which
pertain to the Lord and heaven are not loved; for no one can at the same time so serve two masters as
to love the one and hate the other, since they are opposites. For from the love of the body, which is
the love of self, and from the love of the world, which is the love of riches - when these are loved
above all things - evils of every kind flow forth, and falsities from evils, and these are the opposites
of goods and truths, which come from love to the Lord, and from charity towards the neighbour. It is
evident from these few observations why the woman is said to have fled into the wilderness, that is,
among a few, because with those who are not in good, and thus not in truths.

[4] In many places in the Word mention is made of wilderness (desertum), and also of desert
(solitudo) and waste, and these signify the state of the church when there is no longer any truth
therein because there is no good. This state of the church is called a wilderness (desertum), because
the place in the spiritual world, where those dwell who are not in truths because not in good, is like a
wilderness (desertum), where there is no verdure in the plains, no harvest in the fields, no fruit trees
in the gardens, - a barren land, parched and dry. Moreover wilderness, in the Word, signifies the
state of the church with the nations who are in ignorance of truth, and yet in the good of life
according to their religion, from which they have a desire for truths. Wilderness also signifies in the
Word the state of those who are in temptations, because in temptations goods and truths are shut in
by the evils and falsities that come forth and are presented to the mind. That wilderness has these
significations in the Word is evident from the passages therein where mention is made of wilderness
(desertum)...

[22] Because with the Jewish nation all things of the Word had been adulterated, and there
was no longer any truth because there was no good, John the Baptist was "in the wilderness," and
this represented the state of that church, respecting which it is written in the Gospels:

John the Baptist was in the wilderness till the days of his appearing unto Israel (Luke 1:80).
That he preached in the wilderness of Judea (Matt. 3:1-3; Mark 1:2-4; Luke 3:2, 4, 5).'
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